
PowerPoint Template
This template is intended to provide you with draft PowerPoint slides that can be tailored for 
your specific needs. A PowerPoint presentation is not required for a community meeting, but 
many meeting leaders find them helpful. The following are a few tips to consider as you edit this 
template:

• Use the minimum number of slides possible in order to keep the audience’s attention.
• Use as few words on slides as possible.  Slides with fewer words are easier to view.
• Make sure that you use plain language as much as possible.
• Supplement your PowerPoint with relevant visuals (e.g., maps, photos of the site, photos of 

the community).
• Avoid jokes or humor, as they could be misinterpreted to mean that ATSDR is not taking the 

situation seriously.
• Review the points on your slides against the Message Mapping Template, Worksheet, and 

Checklist to evaluate your messaging before delivery.

Note: Blank templates  approved templates (light and dark versions) have also been provided in 
this toolkit for your use. This is a DRAFT FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY.

Last updated February 2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s start with who we are. The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is a federal public health agency based in Atlanta, Georgia. 



Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry

Who we are, why we are here, and how we can 
help your community.
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Presenter’s Name

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good (morning/afternoon/evening), and welcome, everyone.
[Introduce yourself (or yourselves), the agency and the term “ATSDR.”]
The purpose of this meeting is to introduce you to ATSDR and tell you a little about what we do.




Who is ATSDR?

• The Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR) is a federal 
public health agency based in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

• Staff in 10 regions around the country

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s start with who we are. The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is a federal public health agency based in Atlanta, Georgia. 



What does ATSDR do?

• ATSDR’s main job is to help reduce your 
exposure to hazardous chemicals.
– We identify how people in your community might get 

exposed to chemicals
– We assess the community’s exposure to chemicals and 

determine if there is a threat to health.
– We work with the community and many government 

partners to do this.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our mission is to serve the public by using the most current science, responding to your health concerns, and providing health information. Our goal is to help reduce your exposure to harmful substances. 



CAN YOU TELL ME MORE ABOUT YOUR 
COMMUNITY? WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT IT?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask the audience to tell you about their community. Get a real for the positive aspects of the community and refer back to these comments later in the presentation. 



Why are we here in your 
community?

• Mention the specific issue (e.g., chemical spill at 
X lake)

• Mention how ATSDR got involved (see notes)

[Note: Show ATSDR video,  “The Health Assessment 
process and your community,” at this point.]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ATSDR is in this community because [state which reason from the bullets below].

This is one of three ways ATSDR becomes involved in a community. Other reasons why ATSDR may become involved in a community are [explain the other two ways ATSDR may come to a community from remaining bullets below].

1) The federal government passed a law in 1980, known as the “Superfund law,” that requires ATSDR to become involved with all sites that are on or proposed for the National Priorities List, or NPL. The NPL is EPA's list of the most serious hazardous waste sites in the United States.  
2) ATSDR can become involved with a site by request. The Environmental Protection Agency, (known as EPA), states, local governments, or other federal agencies can ask ATSDR to help with a site where toxic substances have been released. Most requests come from EPA and state and local agencies. 
3) ATSDR can become involved in a community [is] when a member of the public asks ATSDR to investigate a site. We call this a petition.  After we finish investigating a site, we write a report about our investigation. Later I will explain the types of investigations we do.



INSERT PHOTO OR MAP,  if you have one



ATSDR in your community

• In this community, we have been working 
on a public health assessment (PHA).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this community, we will be doing a public health assessment, also known as a “PHA.” We usually conduct a PHA when a community is located near an area with chemical contamination and people are concerned about their health. 
In the PHA process, we examine all environmental information available. We
look at information provided by community members;
look at ways people may have come into contact with one or more chemicals, and ways those chemicals could affect their health;
inform community members and health care providers about what people can do to protect their health;  and
recommend actions needed to protect the health of community members, such as clean-up or additional studies, to EPA and state and local agencies.
In your community we are looking at many issues, such as _________, ____________, and ______________. It looks like these chemicals could potentially enter the human body in a number of ways, such as _____ and ______. We will be looking at all of these during the course of the PHA. We will also likely look at past, present, and future exposure scenarios.



ATSDR’s Public Health 
Assessment Process

• Review available environmental data from a site.
• Identify ways people might come in contact with 

chemicals,  such as through water, air, or soil.
• Determine if people are being exposed.
• Determine how that exposure might affect public 

health.
• Provide conclusions and recommendations.



What happens while the PHA is 
in progress?

• The PHA usually takes X months (range).
• ATSDR will provide the community with periodic 

updates on the progress of the PHA through 
community partners (e.g., X) and social media.

• Once the PHA is completed, we will hold another 
meeting like this one to present and discuss our 
findings.



DOES ANYONE HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT WHAT THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

ASSESSMENT INVOLVES?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that I’ve talked at length about what a public health assessment is, does anyone have questions? 



The comment period

• Community opportunity to review the 
results of the assessment

• Option to provide 
additional information 
and comments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we complete the report, we give everyone a chance to provide feedback during what we call the comment period. 
The comment period is designed to give you an opportunity to 
 review the draft document that presents the results of the assessment and ATSDR’s conclusions and recommendations, and 
 provide additional information and comments. We want to know
whether  the document is clear and understandable, 
whether ATSDR has considered all relevant site information known to the community, and
whether we responded to community concerns.



Questions?

Reference: ATSDR. Public health assessment guidance manual; 2005. 
Available from:
Questions

For more information please contact Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

4770 Buford Hwy. NE, Chamblee, GA 30341 
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
www.atsdr.cdc.gov 

The findingsand conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry.
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